
New Zealand...
A Country Beautiful Enough for Hobbits

by Catherine Mattingly



T
he first European to discover New 
Zealand was Abel Tasman, a Dutchman, 
who sailed around the islands in 1642, 
but did not land.  (The name New 
Zealand was given much later by Dutch 
geographers who named it after the 

Dutch maritime province of Zeeland.)  More 
than a century lapsed before Captain James 
Cook in his ship the Endeavour visited New 
Zealand in 1769.   He landed, meeting with the 
Maori, and even traded for supplies.  Noting 
the promise of the New Zealand islands as a 
colony, he claimed them for Great Britain.

Humans first settled on New Zealand somewhere between
950 and 1130 c.e.  These settlers, who arrived by large
canoes called wakas, were Polynesians.  They called their home

 “Aotearoa,” which means “The Land of the Long White Cloud,” and developed into a 

distinct culture now known as Maori.  There was never one ruling Chief, but rather a Chief 

for each of the tribes and subtribes.  Fierce warriors, they successfully kept European 

settlers at bay until the late eighteenth century.

Left: Lake Tekapo, New Zealand

Top: Queenstown aerial view

Above: Maori culture, Rotorua, 

New Zealand

Right: Sheep graze the 

tranquil terrain
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No document is more important to New 
Zealand than the 1840 Treaty of Waitangi, an 
agreement between the British crown and the 
Maori chiefs, signed on February 6.  It is their 
founding document, and a national holiday.

The country is known for its natural beauty 
and outdoor recreation, including challenging 
thrill sports.  The national passion, though, 
is rugby, with the country’s team, the All 
Blacks, dominating international competi-
tions.  Children dream of wearing the all-black 
uniform decorated with the insignia of a New 
Zealand silver fern.  Sailing is second only 
to rugby—with six out of ten Kiwis owning 
a pleasure craft, the highest percentage in 
the world.  Right now, any mention of Larry 
Ellison and the America’s Cup is immediately 
“clarified” by a reminder that only one crew 
member was not from New Zealand. 
  
  

N e w  Z e a l a n d  F a c t o i d s  —  r a n d o m  &  o t h e r w i s e

The dress code?  There isn’t one unless “casual” is a dress code.

New Zealand was nearly the last landmass to be settled by people.   
Only Antarctica was settled later. 

It was the first country to give women the vote, way back in 1893.

That word “kiwi” is used to describe the citizen of New Zealand,  
the fuzzy fruit, and the national bird, which does not fly.

“Kia ora,” like “aloha” in Hawaii, speaks volumes: hello, good-bye, and thank you.

WW I pulled New Zealand into the world arena:  
more than 100,000 Kiwis went to fight on foreign shores as members  

of ANZAC, the Australian New Zealand Army Corps.

The two official languages: English and Maori.  

Sir Edmund Hillary graces the $5 New Zealand bill—and is revered by the Kiwis.

The haka is the Maori war dance, also performed by the All Blacks— 
half of whom are Maori—before each game.
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Sydney Opera House

Above: Champagne Pool, a prominent feature 

within the Waiotapu geothermal area in the North 

Island of New Zealand formed 900 years ago by 

a hydrothermal eruption. It is derived from the 

abundant efflux of carbon dioxide (CO2), similar to 

a glass of bubbling champagne.

Left: Yacht lined New Zealand marina.


